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Purposes of Learning 
 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education 
in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their 
ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can 
communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop 
culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key 
role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to 
build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully 
as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently 
and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 

 

Aims 

The overarching aim for English is to promote high standards of language and literacy 

by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop 

their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. We aim to ensure that all 

pupils: 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

 

Planning 
 
 There are allocated English sessions, taught throughout the week.  There are also 
additional sessions for the provision of the wider English curriculum.  
 
 There is an agreed format used for medium term planning and the documentation may 
be found in the Lesson Planning Policy.  
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 Staff meetings and Key Stage meetings are used to discuss the English curriculum 
and to ensure consistency of approach, standards and expectations. 
 
 Planning for English is year by year, term by term reflecting the National Curriculum 
and covering sustained writing. 
 
 All teachers are responsible for weekly planning, based on the agreed medium term 
plans and using a standardised format.  The documentation is found in the Lesson Planning 
Policy. 
 
They will:- 
 

 identify the appropriate teaching and learning strategies required, taking into account the 
different learning styles of the children 

 provide a balance and variety within the classroom of content and organisational learning 
opportunities for children 

 assess and plan for the specific needs of children within their own class whilst adhering to 
the progression laid down in the scheme 

 keep agreed records of planning 
 
 
Classroom Delivery 
 
The Teaching and Learning of English incorporates the following:-  
 
Reading 

Writing 

Grammar 

Spelling 

Spoken language 

 

 There should always be an opportunity for the children to reflect on their 
learning.  However, the following information needs to be noted:- 

 
Shared Reading and Writing    
 
 Shared reading and writing is carried out during the English session and the balance 
changes depending on the age of the children.  It is usually conducted by the teacher with 
input from the children and arises from a selected text or text extract.  Where possible it is 
pitched towards the higher ability children in the group.  More time is given to shared reading 
than shared writing at Key Stage 1 whereas this ratio is reversed during Key Stage 2. 
 
During a block of work a teacher may plan to:- 
 
introduce a text 
work on it through shared reading 
use the text as a frame for writing or as a stimulus to extend, alter or comment on it 
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 Phonics, spelling and grammar activities often originate from the shared text. 
Sometimes this may not be directly related to the text and teachers may decide to do this at 
the beginning of the session. In the case of the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, phonics 
is taught discretely in line with the Letters and Sounds programme. 
 
Guided Reading and Writing   
 
 This is may be done during the independent activities when the teacher will be working 
with a group. The teacher will work with a group of children of similar ability and this will 
govern the choice of the guided reading text.  All children within the group will have a copy of 
the text, which will be introduced by the teacher and the focus for the session set.  Children 
will then read independently whilst the teacher listens to, or discusses the task with 
individuals.  On completion there will be a short discussion of the text based on the focus.  In 
the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and lower Key Stage 2 guided reading is held as a 
discrete session outside of the English lesson. 
 
 In guided writing the teacher will focus on a group of children of similar ability and set 
them a task, discussing it and then working with individuals or the group, ending with a 
discussion or sharing of work.  As with shared reading the balance shifts with the age and 
abilities of the children.  
 
Opportunities for Independent Work  
 
 During the time the children may work individually, in pairs or in groups depending on 
the task set.  They may all be working on the same core task, which has been differentiated 
to suit their abilities, or there may be a range of different tasks for different groups.  During 
this time the teacher may be conducting a guided reading session with one group and the 
rest of the class will work completely independently.  
 
The Plenary 
 
 Every English lesson will contain a plenary session where the children are given the 
opportunity to reflect on what they have learned, so that any common misconceptions can be 
addressed. It is also an opportunity for the teacher to move the learning on further. The 
teacher may also wish to stop during the session for a ‘mid lesson’ plenary to address 
misconceptions, reinforce the objective or move learning on. 
 
 At St. Wilfrid’s we strive to ensure our classrooms are a ‘Literacy rich’ environment 
where children are surrounded by text in many forms e.g. signs, labels, captions as well as 
high quality examples of children’s own writing.  We try to ensure that teaching and learning 
styles in other curriculum areas support development in Literacy.  Teachers use a range of 
strategies when teaching which include:- 
 

 direction 

 demonstration 

 modelling 

 scaffolding 

 explanation 

 targeted questioning 

 initiating and guiding explanation 

 discussing and challenging ideas generated by children 

 developing critical responses to text 
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 Teachers will build up a sequence of lessons to create an extended piece of writing as 
appropriate throughout both Key Stages and this may be done as part of an English session 
and/or during extended writing time. Drafting and editing is taught within the English session.  
 
 For details of handwriting, see the separate Handwriting Policy. 
 
 All children are expected to do homework in Literacy.  The homework set is 
appropriate to the age and abilities of the child - e.g. the youngest children are expected to 
read to a parent on most evenings.  Spelling and other homework will usually be linked to 
work done in class.  
 
 Further information may be found in the Homework Policy. 
 
 
Resources 
 
 Individual reading books including scheme books are stored in classrooms.  Books 
used for guided reading and big books are also based in classrooms/shared areas, but class 
teachers have a comprehensive list of what is available so that resources may be shared, 
ensuring that there are opportunities to use multi-layered texts across wide age/ability 
ranges.  
 
 Non-Fiction books are held in each class and also in the shared area between 
Reception and Year 1, texts are supplemented by project collections from the Education 
Library Service.  The collections are regularly changed so that the books reflect topics 
being studied by the class at that time. 
 
 All staff are involved in resource decisions and regular audits are undertaken to 
ensure provision.  Money is regularly allocated in the budget for the purchase of English 
resources.  
 
 Every class has a timetabled session in the computer suite where a wide range of 
computer software is used to support English.  
 
 All teachers make full use of the Literacy materials produced by the DfEE - e.g. 
‘Letters and Sounds’, ‘Grammar for Writing’ and the extensive range of material on the 
Renewed Framework website.  There are several schemes available to teachers to 
support their planning and resourcing - e.g. 100 Literacy Hours, Hamilton Trust, LCP Literacy 
Resource Files and Collins Focus on Literacy.  
 
 Resources for children with Special Educational Needs are kept in a shared area 
accessible to all staff. 
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Assessment and Recording 
 
 Careful records are maintained and passed on to ensure co-ordination.  These records 
indicate progress with the yearly objectives for year 1 & 2, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key 
Stage 2 as laid out in the National Curriculum. 
 
 Formative assessment, carried out by the class teacher, is an integral part of the role 
and is used on a daily/weekly basis to inform future planning.  It involves identifying children's 
progress against teaching objectives, determining what a child has already achieved and 
moving them on to the next stage of learning.  This process will be linked to the whole school 
assessment arrangements for marking pupils work and target setting.  
 
 Teachers annotate their weekly plans to assess progress by groups and individuals 
within the class, to record achievements and highlight areas of concern for the future. 
 
 Detailed records are kept of children's progress in writing.  A piece of unaided writing 
is completed each half term and then marked and assessed against a detailed breakdown of 
the national curriculum levels in writing.  All class teachers have yearly objectives and 
examples of writing to illustrate these objectives which can be found in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Writing Portfolio, and the Writing Portfolio which is kept electronically on a 
shared staff file.  The Co-ordinator maintains the writing portfolio of work, which illustrates 
objective coverage and is available to all.  
 
 Children's overall progress in English is assessed termly and the result entered onto 
tracking sheets kept in the class record file as well as centrally by the Head Teacher.   
  
 
 Details of the assessment arrangements for the children in the reception class are 
found in the Policy for the Early Years.  For more details and the timetable of annual 
assessments, see the school’s Assessment Policy. 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
The school evaluates Literacy by:- 
 

 reviewing children’s skills and knowledge through the monitoring process 

 reviewing portfolios and considering current children’s needs 

 staff meetings - formal and informal 

 staff consultations at the end of the school year 


